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Speech of His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad            
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the visit of the President of the 

National Council of Switzerland 
 

Monday, 09 October 2017 

 
Mr. Jürg Stahl, President of the National Council, 
Your Excellencies the Ambassadors and members of the diplomatic 
corps, 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
It is my pleasure to welcome our guest Mr. Jürg Stahl, President of 
the National Council of Switzerland, and his delegation who is 
visiting Kuwait at the official invitation of his counterpart the 
President of the National Assembly of Kuwait. This visit comes after 
the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between Kuwait and Switzerland, which witnessed political and 
cultural activities in both countries during the last year, the most 
important of which was the official visit of the former President of the 
Swiss Confederation to the State of Kuwait, Johann Schneider-
Ammann in November 2016, and whom I had the pleasure to 
receive here with his delegation. This visit represented a Quantum 
leap in the ties of the two countries and your visit today reflects the 
steady growth of bilateral relations between the State of Kuwait and 
the Swiss Confederation, established on a solid basis since 1966. It 
also highlights the engagement of the two parties to enhance 
cooperation in various fields and to explore the best ways to 
develop them. On a personal level, I cherish the official visit I paid to 
the Swiss Confederation in September 2011, when I went to Bern 
as well as to the Parliament where I met Mr. Jean-René Germanier, 
President of the Parliament at the time, and many members of the 
Council. 
 
Mr. the President of the National Council, 
We will never forget the position of your country during Saddam 
Hussein's aggression against my country in 1990. You supported 
Kuwait during its crisis and supported our people during their 
endurance, by constantly demanding the application of international 
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laws and conventions to end the aggression. We will never forget 
Switzerland's position towards Kuwait, nor how it responded to our 
suffering during the invasion of Saddam Hussein by opening the 
doors of its schools to our children and providing free services to all 
Kuwaitis residing within its territory. We will never forget the position 
of the Swiss government regarding the issue of prisoners and 
missing persons through the efforts made by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. This position will be engraved in the 
history of Kuwait forever. 
 
Mr. the President of the National Council, 
I would like to express the appreciation and gratitude of the Kuwaiti 
people to the Swiss Confederation for its support to the State of 
Kuwait as per its candidacy for a non-permanent seat on the UN 
Security Council for 2018-2019. I would like to emphasize that 
Kuwait will do its utmost to promote peace and stability, and to fight 
terrorism and poverty in the world. In this regard, we hope to gain 
the continuous support of the Swiss Confederation, as Kuwait is 
planning to host three conferences next year:  

- A conference to support the Palestinian children; 

- A conference to support education in Somalia; 

- And a conference focusing on the reconstruction of Iraq. 

 
Mr. the President of the National Council, 
Our mutual relations are witnessing a considerable growth. Some of 
its most important indicators are the number of agreements signed 
between the two countries, which amounted to thirteen agreements, 
the volume of investments initiated by Kuwait Investment Authority 
in Switzerland in 2016 that exceeded 7 billion Swiss francs, and the 
number of Kuwaiti tourists to Switzerland estimated at 33000 per 
year. We are keen to pursue our work with you in the next phase on 
the free trade agreement between the Gulf countries and the EFTA 
countries, which links Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and 
Liechtenstein through mechanisms that ensure the implementation 
of the agreement and strengthen the economic and commercial 
relations among all these countries. We hope as well that Kuwait's 
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candidacy to join the Asian Development Bank ADB will have your 
support. 
 
Mr. the President of the National Council, 
I would like to welcome you again, as well as the members of the 
National Council, and I’d like to assure you that I cherish your visit 
which reflects the deep bonds of friendship that bring together our 
peoples and our mutual interest in supporting bridges of 
communication and rapprochement. 
 


