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Speech of His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammed     
Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah at the lunch 

banquet held in honor of the President of the  International 
Committee of the Red Cross, Mr. Peter Maurer 

 
On Tuesday, 23rd October 2018 

 

 

In the name of Allah the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

 

 

Mr, Peter Maurer, 

President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome today Mr. Peter Maurer, our dear guest who 

is on an official visit to Kuwait, as well as his accompanying delegation. 

Mr. Maurer chairs the largest humanitarian organization that aims to 

protect people in times of war. This Committee has gained credibility with 

international bodies since its creation a century and a half ago by Jean-

Henri Dunant who had a deep vision and a strong determination. Since 

then, families affected by wars and natural disasters have placed their 

hopes on this committee to find missing people, to put captives and 

detainees in contact with their families, or to provide food and medical 

assistance to distressed people. Although the task of this committee is 

noble and ambitious, but the risks and difficulties surround it from all 

sides, which makes it a difficult task. We all remember with deep sadness 

the kidnapping and execution of Hawaa Mohammed Leman who was part 

of the health care staff in Nigeria. This incident is an example of the 

dangers faced by those working in the humanitarian field. Yet, despite all 

these risks, the Committee has succeeded in many achievements on the 

ground in recent decades, in areas such as the Republic of Angola, the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Georgia, Sri Lanka and Colombia. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Since taking over the presidency of the ICRC, Mr. Maurer has shown great 

efficiency in his work, which has encouraged donors to increase the 

Committee's budget. Today, I would like to pay tribute to him for his 

efforts in promoting humanitarian diplomacy and communicating with 

States and actors in order to increase respect for international humanitarian 

law. I would also like to pay tribute to the Committee for the programs it 

provides to afflicted people around the world, which aim to reunite 

families separated by war conflict, to protect those affected by violence in 

all its forms, by helping them to strengthen their resilience and to provide 

for their own needs, to restore links between dispersed family members 

separated because of the conflict, to provide medical assistance to war-

wounded, to support hospital services and physical rehabilitation, to 

provide prostheses for the disabled , to rehabilitate water supply and 

sanitation systems, and to provide health care services for the wounded and 

sick, including victims of sexual violence. We place high hopes in the 

humanitarian role of the Committee in areas of armed conflict throughout 

the world. These programs have covered several parts of the world, 

including Sudan, Somalia, the Central African Republic, the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, South Sudan, Libya, Mali and Nigeria in Africa; 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Myanmar in Asia, Ukraine in Europe, and 

Mexico, Colombia and Haiti in America. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

We hope that the International Committee of the Red Cross will play a 

greater role in areas of armed conflict and natural and epidemiological 

disasters in our Arab region, where the continued absence of rains in some 

countries has led to a fatal drought that has affected the lifestyle of many 

people; in the Middle East, millions of people live in poor health 

conditions because of the deterioration of the health sector in countries 

involved in current conflicts. Thousands of families have been displaced, 

families have been dispersed, the number of missing people has increased, 

and thousands of children and elderly people have been victims of intense 

fighting; these latter represent actually a large proportion of the number of 

displaced persons. 
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I would also like to pay tribute to Mr Peter Maurer for his humanitarian 

efforts in supporting the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), and for all his humanitarian efforts in the 

rest of the world. 

 

Mr. Peter Maurer, 

 

I would like to welcome you again in Kuwait and I wish you a good stay 

full of success. 

 


